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Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s Survey
of Buddhist Palm Leaf Manuscripts at

Wat Phrathat Changkham Woraviharn, Nan Province

Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn made a private visit to Wat Phrathat
Changkham Woraviharn on January 18, 2011 to worship the image of Buddha
Nanthaburi Si Sakyamuni, the main Buddha image in the Buddhist scripture hall.
The princess was welcome by Dr. Somsuda Leyavanija, the Director-General
of the Fine Arts Department, and spent her time surveying palm leaf manuscripts
kept in the scripture hall. The princess discussed with the Director-General about
the damages and poor conditions of the manuscripts.

The Texts and Inscriptions Division of the Office of National Library has taken
the princess’s concern about the manuscripts and has conserved the manuscripts
following the conservation and preservation procedures: cleaning, primary
conservation, inventorying, wrapping, and cataloguing for further study.

As a result, four sets and nine numbers of the manuscripts, a total of 24 texts,
have been conserved. The manuscripts are divided into three groups on the basis
of content : phra abhidhamma, phra sutra, and phra vinai. As of current state,
15 abhidhamma texts and nine phra sutra texts have been preserved. The presence
of phra abhidhamma texts, which are texts for Buddhist elite and those who are of
high level of intelligence, at Wat Chamgkham Woraviharn suggest suggest that the
monastery has served as a major center for Buddhism and Buddhist scripture study.

The palm leaf manuscripts at Wat Chamgkham Woraviharn are valuable and
important ancient archives. The survey of the manuscripts by Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn has led to preservation of the manuscripts and has encouraged public
participation in the conservation of the ancient archives. This is a good case for the
management and preservation of palm leaf manuscripts other communities might
take into account.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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http://www.tripdeedee.com/traveldata/nan/nan09.php

http://www.nan.go.th/webjo/index.php ?option=com_content&view=article&ii...
http://www.holidaytours.in.th/thai/tours/locate/473-%EO0%B8 % A7%EO0%BS...
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